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"It is an outstanding program that connects the legal community with diverse, future 

community leaders. I'm inspired by the students' enthusiasm for the law and their eagerness 

to learn."  

- Sherri Wattenbarger, U.S. Department of Justice Office of The U.S. Trustee, SLA Mentor (2020) 

 

Who We Are 

Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF), in partnership with local education non-profit 
organization The Partnership for Regional Educational Preparation-Kansas City (PREP-KC), created 
Student Law Academy (SLA) in 2019.  

Our Mission 

SLA aspires to serve as a future pipeline to diversify Kansas City’s legal community. Its mission is to 
provide underserved urban high school students, who would not otherwise have the opportunity, 
meaningful exposure to careers in the legal profession and a broad overview of the judicial system. 

What We Do 

SLA collaborates with local law firms, courts, and other legal entities to provide a dynamic summer 
curriculum. SLA works within PREP-KC’s six school districts and three charter schools to select 
juniors and seniors in high school as SLA Scholars. 

  



Program Logistics 

As part of our commitment to help slow the spread of COVID-19, the summer 2021 program will be 
presented in a virtual format. The SLA Legal Pathway will occur June 1 - June 25, through online 
sessions on PREP-KC’s Connector via Zoom. Each weekday, SLA Scholars will attend online 
sessions in the morning interacting with local legal professionals. 

Topics covered range from professional conduct and advice from current law school students to 
virtual court tours and overviews of specific areas of law provided by practicing attorneys and judges. 

A mentor plays a vital role in befriending their assigned SLA Scholar, providing guidance and offering 
a consistent presence throughout the program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mentor Schedule 

 Tuesday, May 25 at 4 pm - Volunteer Orientation via Zoom 

 Tuesday, June 1 at 12 pm - Mentor/Scholar Meetup via Zoom 

 Monday, June 7 at 12 pm - Mentor/Scholar Meetup via Zoom 

 Monday, June 14 at 12 pm - Mentor/Scholar Meetup via Zoom 

 Monday, June 21 at 12 pm - Mentor/Scholar Meetup via Zoom 

 Friday, June 25 at 12 pm - SLA Graduation via Zoom 

Volunteer Orientation will include expectations for mentors, recommendations from prior-year 
mentors on how to best connect with your mentee in a virtual environment, a presentation on 
imposter syndrome and how this may be affecting your mentee during the program, and a small 
networking opportunity to connect with your fellow volunteers. 

Mentor/Scholar Meetups are allotted one hour. Enjoy meeting with your Scholar and prepare them 

for their activities for the week. We encourage you to ask your mentee which sessions they have 
enjoyed or are looking forward to. To encourage collaboration and discussion, you will be placed in a 
Zoom breakout room with your mentee, along with at least one other mentor/mentee pair.  

SLA Graduation will celebrate the class of 2021, featuring a keynote speaker. Click here to view the 

program from SLA Graduation 2020, which includes a calendar of events from SLA 2020. 

 
To apply to become an SLA Mentor, please click here to fill out the Mentor Application. 
 
 
 

https://kcmba.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/KCMBF/Student+Law+Academy/2020/SLA+Graduation+Program.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXp8bcwdpmDgy_wgt2nE9U5oaNZfGzoX8t78gZii7QimxW4A/viewform?usp=sf_link


Mentor Tips 

 

 If you are selected as a mentor, you will be sent your SLA 
Scholar’s contact information. You are welcome to reach out 
and introduce yourself. 
 

 In Mentor/Scholar Meetups, talk about classes or majors that 
are helpful for a law degree. 
 

 Encourage your Scholar to seek connections with other 
professionals. 
 

 Explore the importance of reference letters for college and 
how to leverage their SLA experience for those connections 
and future references. 
 

 Talk about how you became a lawyer. 
 

 Explore topics not covered by the program, such as how a bill becomes a law, what a citizen 
can do to enact change in their community, or how other states select their judges. 
 

 Assign your Scholar a current events article or podcast episode, then discuss together. 
 

 Connect your Scholar with other professionals with similar interests or backgrounds. 
 

 Ask if your Scholar is willing to share their story. What made them want to explore being a 
lawyer or working in the legal industry? 
 

 If you have a hearing or conference via Zoom, ask your Scholar if they would like to observe 
(with the advance permission of the Judge and others on the call). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sharra Wagner, Foundation Director, at (816) 474-4322 or 
swagner@kcmbf.org. 

 

mailto:swagner@kcmbf.org?subject=SLA%20Mentor

