
23rd Annual

The Role of Evidence in Domestic 
Violence Cases

Friday, October 23rd, 2020

Welcome Remarks, Mayor Quinton Lucas 8:45am

Program9:00am-2:40pm 

A Virtual Event



Co-Chairs:
Crissy L. Del Percio, Legal Aid of Western Missouri
Darren E. Korte, Family Court Division - Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri

Program
8:00am Registration and Breakfast

8:30am Program: Morning Keynote (Part 1) Toxic Stress: What GALs and 
Attorneys Need to Know About the “Hidden Cost” of 
Childhood Intimate Partner Violence Exposure

Speaker: Kimberly Randell, Children’s Mercy Kansas City and 
UMKC School of Medicine

10:00am Break - Snack provided by Gyllenborg & Brown, P.A.

10:10am Program: Morning Keynote (Part 2) Just Below the Surface: Is 
Intimate Partner Violence Power and Control in Pediatric 
Healthcare Settings at Play in Your Case?

Speaker: Kimberly Randell, Children’s Mercy Kansas City and 
UMKC School of Medicine

11:00am Break - Snack provided by The Gordon Law Firm LLC

11:10am Program: LGBTQ+ and Intimate Partner Violence

Speaker: James Moran, Kansas City Anti-Violence Project (KCAVP)

12:00pm Lunch - Catered by KFC

1:00pm Program: Afternoon Keynote Gaslighting: Mental Manipulation as 
Applied to Family Law and How to Recognize, Respond 
and Refer

Speaker: Gail Reynoso, Missouri Coalition Against Domestic and 
Sexual Violence (MoCADSV)

2:30pm Break - Snack provided by Lawson Norris Sorensen, LLC

2:40pm Program: Overexposed: How Sexting Affects Kids on Your 
Caseload

Speakers: Melanie Austin and Kelsey Saragnese, Metropolitan 
Organization to Counter Sexual Assault (MOCSA)

3:30pm Break

3:40pm Program: Toxic Masculinity: Controlling Criminality Within the 
Modern Family System

Speaker: Dr. Anthony Dishman, Synergy Services

4:30pm Adjourn

8:45 AM

12:00 PM

1:50 PM

12:50 PM

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Mayor Quinton Lucas, City of Kansas City, Missouri

9:00 AM Collection of Victim Evidence Regarding Sexual Assault (COVERSA)
Carolyn Cordle, COVERSA

Description: SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) nurses are specially trained in collection 
of evidence needed for trial of sexual assault cases. Gathering forensic evidence includes 
collecting the victim’s clothing, conducting a thorough physical assessment, and specimen 
collection. SANE nurses are specially trained in identifying patterned injury, documenting and 
photographing injuries, maintaining chain of evidence, and providing expert witness testimony.

9:50 AM Assault Evidence Processing in the KCPD Crime Lab
Marsena Craig, KCPD Crime Lab

Description: Processing of evidence in the KCPD crime lab as a result of sexual assault and 
in preparation of trial.

10:40 AM Break

1:40 PM Break

2:40 PM Adjourn

Detective Case File to Prosecutor
Sgt. Mike Russell, Blue Springs Police Department

Description: The presentation will cover the various components police detectives’ work 
towards submitting a complete case file to the prosecutor’s office. At the end of the 50 
minutes the audience will better understand how a detective manages case file compilation 
though the perspective of probable cause and how that relates to a prosecutor’s perspective 
of showing proof beyond a reasonable doubt.        

View from the Bench - Evidence in Court
Hon. Bryan E. Round,16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson County
Hon. Courtney A. Wachal, 16th Judicial Circuit Court Kansas City Municipal Division 
Hon. Mary F. Weir, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson County
Moderator: Darren Korte, Family Court Division - Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri

The Role of the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) in Supporting Child 
Witnesses of Domestic Violence
Randi Spruill, Child Protection Center

Description: Learn about forensic interviews of child victims and witnesses, common mis-
conceptions about forensic interviews, how forensic interviewers might be helpful in testifying 
in court proceedings (and the scope of an interviewer’s testimony!), the process of disclosure 
(including blocks and obstacles to disclosure and recantation in the forensic interview and 
after—including during testimony); what to do when it’s decided a forensic interview isn’t 
child-centered; and resources CACs offer children and families.      

11:40 AM Break

10:50 AM Panel: Prosecution and Defense in Domestic Violence Cases
Lindsay Mathews, The Gordon Law Firm LLC 
Craig Napier, Missouri DWI & Criminal Law Center at Benjamin Law Firm 
Danielle Sediqzad, Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office
Moderator: Judith Westmoreland, Jackson County CASA

Co-Chairs:  Crissy L. Del Percio, Legal Aid of Western Missouri
    Darren E. Korte, Family Court Division - Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri



Speakers
Crissy Del Percio 
Legal Aid of Western Missouri 
Crissy Del Percio is an attorney at Legal Aid of Western Mis-
souri, where she assists survivors of domestic violence with civil 
domestic matters, and is the pro se supervisor. She has refused 
to leave LAWMO for the last 8 years. This is her third and final 
year as the co-chair of the Domestic Violence Alliance Confer-
ence. She has greatly enjoyed her time with the DVA, but needs 
to focus more on her adopted munchkin cat, Atticus.

Darren Korte
Family Court Division - Circuit Court of Jackson 
County, Missouri 
Darren Korte is one of the Managing Attorneys at the Jackson 
County Juvenile Office with over 15 years experience in this 
exciting, but niche, area of practice. He is currently with the 
Family Drug Court, a unique position that allows him to focus 
on the positive parental progress and see more families safely 
reunified. Darren loves to help others and believes better em-
pathy comes through education.

Mayor Quinton Lucas
City of Kansas City, Missouri
Quinton Lucas, “Mayor Q,” was sworn in as the 55th mayor of 
Kansas City on August 1, 2019. 

As mayor, Quinton has prioritized making Kansas City’s neigh-
borhoods safer, creating more accessible and affordable hous-
ing and public transportation, fostering a healthier community 
and improving basic services. Quinton created and chairs the 
City’s Special Committee on Housing Policy.

Born and raised in Kansas City, Quinton has spent most of his 
life in the city’s urban core. As a child, he moved often and experienced homelessness, sometimes 
staying with family or friends, or residing in a motel. Despite these challenges, Quinton remained 
focused on his schoolwork, earning academic scholarships to high school, college and Cornell 
Law School before returning home to Kansas City.

Since 2012, Quinton has been a member of the University of Kansas Law School faculty, where 
he served as one of the youngest tenure-track law professors in the country. He is active in the 
Kansas City community and volunteers extensively in area schools and organizations, including 
providing mentorship in local prisons. 

Mayor Quinton Lucas lives in the Historic 18th and Vine Jazz District, which he previously 
represented on the City Council.



Carolyn Cordle
COVERSA 
Carolyn Cordle is the Director of Clinical Services for COVERSA (Collection of Victims Evidence 
Regarding Sexual Assault), a community based forensic nursing program in Kansas City, Mis-
souri.  Mrs. Cordle started her nursing career in 2004 as an intensive care nurse. In 2007 Mrs. 
Cordle started her career as a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner.  Pursuing her passion led her to 
obtain her SANE certification in adult and adolescent through the International Association of 
Forensic Nursing in 2009. Mrs. Cordle became Director of Clinical Services for COVERSA also 
in 2009.  At the time she became Director of COVERSA, they served one hospital doing 80 
exams a year, with a staff of four nurses. Today, COVERSA has contracts with 15 hospitals and  
a staff of 24 nurses serving over 320 patients a year.

Mrs. Cordle has performed over 500 forensic exams and trained hundreds of nurses in 
becoming SANE. Mrs. Cordle partnered with University of Missouri of Kansas City to develop 
a clinical component for hands on training. This training was awarded first place for their poster 
presentation through the IAFN in San Juan, Puerto Rico in 2011. Mrs. Cordle has also co-
authored three published articles pertaining to improving the response to sexual assault and 
SANE training.  

Mrs. Cordle has received Forensic Nurse of the Year award through the Emergency Nurses 
Association in Kansas City. She was a finalist for Future of Nursing Award through the March  
of Dimes. She won Education Article of the year Award through the Journal of Forensic Nursing.  
She also was awarded Publication of the Year award through Missouri Public Health Associa-
tion.  

Mrs. Cordle has presented on multiple topics for SANE training to nurses. She continually 
presents to community partners to improve the response to sexual assault.  

Mrs. Cordle has served as past president elect for the IAFN Foundation board, President elect, 
Missouri Chapter of IAFN, member of two local SART teams, Planning committee for St. Luke’s 
Annual Forensic Conference, and Kansas City Coalition Against Human Trafficking.

Mrs. Cordle resides in Kansas City Missouri and is married with 4 children and 4 grandchildren. 

Marsena Craig
KCPD Crime Lab 
Marsena Craig, Forensic Specialist III, has a Master’s of 
Science in Forensic Science from the University of Central 
Oklahoma in Edmond, Oklahoma and a Bachelor’s of Science 
in Biology from Jackson State University in Jackson, Mississippi. 
Marsena has been employed in the biology section of the 
Kansas City Missouri Police Crime Laboratory since 2010.  Her 
duties include performing a number of biological screening ex-
aminations of evidence from sexual and domestic assault cases.  

In addition to her work in the laboratory, Marsena currently holds the position of secretary of 
Kansas City Interdisciplinary Response to Sexual Assault (KCIRSA). This organization is com-
posed of members of law enforcement, advocacy, healthcare, prosecution, and crime laboratory 
staff who work together to promote multi-agency collaboration and support to prevent sexual as-
sault and provide services for survivors. Marsena also currently serves on the Board of Directors 
for Collection of Victim Evidence Regarding Sexual Assault (COVERSA), which provides services 
to victims of sexual assault and education for nurses to properly collect forensic evidence.

She has testified as an expert witness in Jackson County, Cass County, Leavenworth, KS, and the 
8th District Federal Court in Kansas City, Missouri.



Craig Napier
Missouri DWI & Criminal Law Center at Benjamin 
Law Firm
Craig started his professional career as an investigative reporter 
after graduating from Wright State University with a degree in 
Communications Studies.  In the mid-90s he worked at one of 
the last small-town daily newspapers — the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Xenia Daily Gazette. He spent many days in court, covering 
trials of various crimes of note to the community and became a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate for the Juvenile Court. 

This rekindled his long-held desire to go to law school and become a lawyer. He returned to his 
hometown and completed the UMKC School of Law in 2003. Since that time, Craig has con-
tinued to pursue his love of trial work and being a thorn in the side of a justice system which has 
forgotten all citizens are innocent until proven guilty. Craig has spent his professional life since ad-
mission to the Missouri Bar in 2004 in pursuit of top-notch experience and training. He has taken 
most of the advanced trial training available to Missouri attorneys. He spent many years teaching 
trial skills to public defenders from all over the state, and in 2015 graduated from the National 
Criminal Defense College’s Trial Practice Institute. NCDC is an intensive two-week exploration 
of the criminal trial and breaks down each phase to increase advocacy and success. Craig also 
attends the local Gerry Spence Trial Lawyers College (TLC) meetings with his colleagues at the 
law firm and enjoys combining his trial experience with the advanced TLC principles.

Since focusing on DWI/DUI work he has attended the DWI/DUI Bootcamp with two of Missou-
ri’s DWI/DUI Defense Veterans, and attended DWI/DUI investigation training with a former law 
enforcement officer and international law enforcement instructor. 

Born in Kansas City, Missouri, Craig has called Kansas City home for most of his life. He currently 
resides in Waldo with his wife, Jen, kids Aidan and Ayla, and rescue dog Blizzard.

Lindsay Mathews
The Gordon Law Firm LLC 
As a child, Lindsay spent a lot of late night hours hiding in her 
waterless bathtub reading the classics, namely every book in the 
series of The Boxcar Children and Goosebumps. Despite her 
parents’ concerns, this behavior has paid off in spades. Lindsay 
applies the lessons learned from these books in her daily life, as 
she helps families solve all the mysteries surrounding the division 
of property and custody and advocates for children caught in 
scary situations. As an attorney with the Gordon Law Firm, LLC, 
Lindsay represents individuals in all things domestic including: 

Divorces, Modifications of Custody and Child Support, Paternity, Third Party Custody, Step Parent 
Adoptions, and Minor Guardianships in Cass, Clay, Jackson, and Platte Counties in Missouri. She 
is regularly appointed as a Guardian ad Litem for children and a mediator. She mediates cases 
individually and through March Mediation. March Mediation is a grant funded project helping 
families with an active IV-D case number access up to four free hours of mediation every year. 

Lindsay graduated from the University of Missouri - Kansas City School of Law in 2014 with an 
emphasis in Family Law. Prior to attending law school, Lindsay studied Spanish, Latin American 
Studies and History at the University of Kansas where she rowed on the Crew Team and studied 
abroad in Costa Rica. After graduating from KU, Lindsay moved to Brownsville, Texas where she 
worked as a Behavior Intervention Special Education Teacher and discovered the best street 
tacos on the planet. 

Lindsay serves as on the Board of Directors of the Association for Women Lawyers and is a mem-
ber of the AWLF Denise Henning Connections group. When she isn’t working, Lindsay enjoys 
spending time with her family and friends exploring Kansas City.



Danielle Sediqzad
Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office 

Danielle Sediqzad is an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in the 
Special Victims Unit of the Jackson County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office, handling primarily domestic violence, child physical and 
sexual abuse, and adult sexual abuse cases. She previously 
worked for the Wyandotte County, Kansas District Attorney’s Of-
fice, and is a graduate of the University of Kansas School of Law.

Judith Westmoreland
Jackson County CASA

Judith Westmoreland is a Staff Attorney/Guardian ad Litem at 
Jackson County CASA where she represents the best interests of 
children in foster care in the family court system. She also serves 
on the Board of Directors for COVERSA (Collection of Victim 
Evidence Regarding Sexual Assault), helping to ensure victims 
of sexual assault receive compassionate, competent care in all 
Kansas City area hospitals. 

Sgt. Mike Russell
Blue Springs Police Department

Mike Russell began his career in Kansas City as a jailer before he 
went to the Police Academy. He worked three years at East Patrol 
Division before making the move to Blue Springs. He worked at 
the Blue Springs Police Department for 22 years, the last 10 years 
at the rank of Sergeant. The past seven years he supervised the 
Special Victims Unit as a Detective Sergeant and managed the 
Property and Evidence Unit.



Randi Spruill
Child Protection Center
Randi Spruill, MSW, LCSW, is the Director of Forensic 
Interviewing Services at the Child Protection Center in Kansas 
City, Missouri.  Randi joined the CPC in 2013 after earning her 
Master of Social Work degree at the University of Kansas and 
completing her Play Therapy Certification coursework through 
KC Play Institute.

Randi’s previous professional experience includes working as a 
child and family therapist at Spofford Home, a residential facility 

for children with mental health diagnoses and/or severe trauma experience; serving as the Tran-
sitional Living Program Coordinator at Safehome, a domestic violence shelter; and working as a 
case manager at KidsTLC, a residential facility for children with significant behavioral concerns.

Prior to obtaining her Master of Social Work degree, Randi participated in two internships: she 
served as a Family Advocacy Intern at the CPC and then served as an Intern Child and Family 
Therapist at the Wyandot Center. Before graduate school, Randi attended the University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln, where she majored in Spanish and minored in English. Go Huskers!

Hon. Bryan E. Round
16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson 
County
Circuit Judge Bryan E. Round was appointed to Division 8 by 
Governor Jay Nixon on February 18, 2014. At the time of his 
appointment, Judge Round was an attorney in private practice 
with the law firm of Mitchell, Kristl & Lieber. He specialized in 
the areas of workers’ compensation, criminal law and busi-
ness litigation matters. He was also serving as the Workers’ 
Compensation Panel Attorney for the Kansas City area after an 
appointment by the National Football League Players Associa-

tion.  He represented football players and other professional athletes before the Missouri Division 
of Workers’ Compensation. He was also serving as the municipal judge for the City of Peculiar, 
Missouri, which is a position he had held since 2004.

 Judge Round served as an assistant Jackson County Prosecutor from 1988 to 1997. He was 
appointed to serve as the secretary/attorney to the Kansas City Board of Police Commissioners, 
and later its business manager, from 1997 through 2005. He also served as counsel for the 
Jackson County Combat Commission.

 Prior to his appointment, Judge Round was an organizer and board member of the Cass County 
Youth Court. Over the years, he has been active in local charitable and youth sports organiza-
tions.

 Judge Round is a 1979 graduate of Rockhurst High School in Kansas City. He earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from the University of Kansas in 1984. He graduated from the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City Law School in 1987.



Hon. Courtney A. Wachal
16th Judicial Circuit Court Kansas City Municipal 
Division
Courtney graduated from the University of Nebraska – Lincoln 
in 2001 with Bachelor of Arts degrees in English, Psychology, 
and Political Science. She received her law degree from the 
University of Kansas in 2004.  

Immediately following her graduation from law school Courtney 
accepted a position with the Missouri State Public Defender Sys-
tem. She left the public defender system in 2011 to begin serving 

as an assistant prosecuting attorney with the City of Kansas City. As an assistant city prosecutor 
Courtney prosecuted traffic and general ordinance violations for the City of Kansas City. Court-
ney also served as the mental health court prosecutor for the municipal court.

In January, 2015, Courtney was appointed by the Mayor and City Council to serve as Kansas 
City Municipal Court Judge in Division 203, which has primary jurisdiction over all domestic 
violence cases filed in municipal court. As part of her commitment to offender accountability 
and victim safety she initiated and continues to improve the compliance docket. The compliance 
docket is a specialized supervised probation docket where the most serious domestic violence 
offenders must report to court on a regular basis to verify compliance with batterer’s intervention 
classes, dialectical behavior therapy, substance abuse treatment, mental health treatment, and all 
other conditions necessary to keep the community safe.

Due in part to the work done on the compliance docket, in October, 2017 the U.S. Department 
of Justice awarded the Kansas City Municipal Court Domestic Violence Docket a mentor court 
grant. The grant is used in part to instruct other courts from around the nation regarding best 
practices for offender accountability and victim safety. Kansas City is the first municipal court in 
the nation to receive this honor.

In January, 2019, Courtney became presiding judge of the Kansas City Municipal Court drug 
court program. In June, 2019 Courtney and her compliance docket team initiated the Kansas City 
Municipal Court domestic violence drug court docket. This specialized docket addresses domes-
tic violence offenders with substance abuse disorders. The docket is designed to permit domestic 
violence offenders the therapeutic environment needed to recover from their substance abuse 
disorder while simultaneously holding them accountable for their battering behavior through 
frequent reporting and swift and certain sanctions. Kansas City operates the second known drug 
court program specifically for domestic violence offenders in the nation.

Courtney serves as the Past President of the board of directors for Sheffield Place, a shelter where 
homeless mothers and their children are empowered to heal from their trauma and become 
self-sufficient. Courtney is an ex-officio member the board of directors for the Association for 
Women Lawyers of Greater Kansas City, serving as judicial liaison.  She is a member of the 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association.  

Courtney is the recipient of the 2014 Young Lawyers Section Pro Bono Publico award from the 
Missouri Bar Association. She is also the recipient of the 2015 Rising Star of Philanthropy award 
from Non-Profit Connect. She was named a Champion of Change by the Bruce R. Watkins 
Cultural Heritage Center in 2015. The Association for Women Lawyers named her Judge of the 
Year in December, 2017.



Hon. Mary F. Weir
16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson 
County 
Judge Mary F. Weir was appointed as an Associate Circuit 
Judge by Governor Jay Nixon on May 10, 2013.  Prior to her 
appointment, she began working in 2001 as a contract attorney 
with Hope House, Inc., and provided legal representation to 
victims of domestic violence and their children.  She also rep-
resented juveniles and their parents in cases heard before the 
Jackson County Family Court through her work as “of counsel” 
with the Raith Law Firm.  Judge Weir served as an Assistant Mis-

souri Public Defender from 1998 until 2001.  She was also a law clerk to the Honorable Christine 
Sill-Rogers of Division 31 from 1995 until 1998.  She has taught at the University of Missouri-Kan-
sas City Law School as an Adjunct Professor since 2004.

Judge Weir received a J.D. degree from Washburn University Law School in Topeka, Kansas in 
1995.  She obtained a B.A. degree in Political Science from UMKC in 1991.


